Book Review: 

Mariana-“Out of One Woman, Many Passions”
Colette Byfield

Disjointed groups of immigrants, slave-owners, and natives, both free and enslaved united as one. But what could bind such an eclectic group? A very unique woman. It is the vivid story of such a woman and her hopes, fears, and disappointments that Vjange Hazle beautifully connects in her new novel, Mariana.


Over a thirty-year span, Mariana grows up from a spoiled English child-bride into a mature Jamaican matriarch. Amid a multicultural mix of white and black lovers, mulatto children, insolent Jamaican servants, and a Rastafarian employee, Mariana impacts their lives and realizes, almost too late, how deeply they have touched hers.


Entwined in a dangerous love affair with her English husband’s Jamaica servant, Mariana recklessly courts danger, unaware of the looming tragedy and twists her life will take. Even after catastrophe ends the affair, she still won’t let go-trying to mold her present and future around what might have been-and nearly destroys her relationship with her family and husband.

Interesting sub-plots involving her servants, politically active son and the appearance of historical figures like Manley and Bustamante make the story feel as if it was plucked from the pages of a well-hidden history book or diary.

A true heroine, Mariana’s struggle to overcome prejudice, pride and the unfulfilled desires of love truly mirrors the universal concerns of women, past and present. I truly felt the stinging isolation of living among disobedient servants, the humiliation of being married to a rum-drinking husband and the passion awakened by true love.

Vjange’s intricate story brings the rich ethnic and political history of the Caribbean’s biggest island together while creating realistic, familiar characters. Mariana blossoms into womanhood and motherhood. Her children grow up and embark on their own journeys for love. From the lowliest servant to the wealthiest man, love is shown as an active force in our lives evoking deep actions like sacrifice, despair, and risk. 

What makes Mariana such a remarkable heroine is her surrender to true love and not merely illicit lust or whim. Love not just for those she desires or chooses or for those who love her, but a love united with family, friends and servants, despite the cost to herself. This is what makes Vjange’s story so riveting and so very real.
